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Pathway for Private Practice Midwives (including birth in the home)

REGISTRATION

Requirements from
Nursing and Midwifery
Board of Australia -
including Section 284
exemption to National
Regulation Law

ACTS

Nursing & Midwifery
Privacy

Occupational Health &
Safety

Discrimination

Poisons & Dangerous
Drugs

Crimes

Coroners
Domestic Violence
(Family Protection)

Registration of Births,
Death & Marriages

Local Government
Perinatal Data

Midwifery Professional
Indemnity legislation

Health Insurance Act

PROFESSIONAL
GUIDANCE

ACM Philosophy Statement

ANMC Competency
standards

ANMC Code of Ethics

ANMC Code of Professional

Conduct

CONTINUING
PROFESSIONAL
DEVELOPMENT

ACM MidPLUS

ACM Midwifery Practice
Review (MPR)

Other professional
development programs
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Initial midwifery registration with Nursing and Midwifery Board of Australia
- endorsements relevant to practice

-

Ongoing registration
® Annual competence declaration
® Recency of practice requirements

e Continuing professional development requirements

-

-

Midwife provides midwifery services for women seeking care in private practice. Woman may consult
more than one midwife or other models of maternity care before making a choice of midwife to meet
her needs taking into consideration the information the midwife provides.

The midwife provides information on:

® basis of informed choice
by the woman

e midwife's insurance status and

registration details

® practice details including pathways

J

for consultation and referral

N

At initial visit and each subsequent visit the woman and midwife share information

@ Woman provides details of her health history
and social circumstances

® Woman's history considered within the context of the
ACM National Guidelines for Consultation and Referral

Health issues identified
requiring referral %

(subject to woman’s consent)

-~

Referral to a medical
professional (subject to
woman'’s consent) %

Other health professionals

K may be involved in care j

v

&

Care remains with other
professionals (subject to
woman'’s consent) ¥with

midwife continuing to
provide midwifery care

J

Health |ssue/s identified

requiring discussion &/or

consultation* (subject to
woman'’s consent)

Dlscu55|on and/or
consultation occurs.

v

Issue Resolved )

v

-

No health issues
requiring consultation
or referral identified
and all areas of
careplan are agreed

h 4
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Discussion around place of birth (home/hospital)
® Hospital birth discussed (midwife may be credentialed to provide

in hospital care)

® Additional consideration for homebirth discussed

= back up

= second practitioner

u transfer

® transport

= documentation
minsurance revisited

= informed consent

u care plan requirements

v

Midwife must also consult insurer

Issues identified in care planning
around birth (eg woman does not
consent to plan of care) %

Home Birth

Midwives providing birth care in the home are subject to an exemption from holding Pll for birth care only.
Under this exemption the midwife must:

® Fully inform the woman as to the lack of Pl for the birth care
® Report data according to state and territory laws
® Comply with the Quality and Safety Framework endorsed by the Nursing and Midwifery Board of Australia

% Appendix A in the ACM National Midwifery Guidelines for Consultation and Referral provide guidance for the midwife

when women choose not to accept recommendations regarding her care or decline consultation or referral. In the event
of a woman making her own decision/s the ACM National Midwifery Guidelines for Consultation and Referral are designed
to assist the midwife with a reasonable process, while recognising both the woman'’s right to informed choice and the
midwife’s duty of care.



